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inchester introduced Winches-

ter Action Pistol powder (WAP)
in 1994. It’s intended for use in semi-
automatics like the 9mm Luger, .38
Super, .40 S&W, 10mm Automatic and
.45 ACP, but it should be of great inter-
est to combat shooters who load for
the .38 Super.
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WAP has been around for a few years
in much of Winchester's commercial
pistol loads. Since this ammunition
has met with such strong sales, Win-
chester is offering WAP in canister
form for handloaders.

Reviewing Winchester’s loading data
and then confirming my suspicions
with their staff, the burning rate of
WAP lies between Hercules’ Herco
and Hodgdon HS-6; Vihtavuori's VV-
N340 is also between these two pow-
ders. While WAP is a double-based
powder, it has a flake configuration
and a gray-silver coloring.

In reviewing the loading data and
pressures, note there are no reduced
loads shown. This powder, as its name
implies, is for action pistol shooting,
and this means full house loads. Thus,
so there can be no mistake, let me re-
iterate, this powder is designed for
maximum loads. Winchester discour-
ages the use of WAP for reduced loads
and suggests going to a faster powder
if lesser velocities are desired.

Handloaders will like WAP, it meters
very evenly. I conducted an experi-
ment with four powders: WAP, HS-6,
VV-N340 and Herco using the No. 15
Hornady pistol powder bushing and
dispensed five charges of these pow-
ders onto an RCBS electric scale; the
results were averaged and the stan-
dard deviation calculated. As can be
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) _ Table I1 .
. Ac : . Winchester’s Load Data
I H W , buliet charge velocity pressure
(grains) (grains) (fp9) (psl)
9mm Luger (4-Inch test barrel)
95 FMJ 5.6 1,140 29,100
6.4 1,285 33,000
114 jead 4.8 1,043 52,208
57 1,16 ,20
seen from the results below3 WAP 115 FMJ 53 1055 27900
gave the lowest standard deviation. 6.0 1,155 33.100
Thus, this powder, because it meters 115 JHP 53 1,065 28,500
so evenly, should_ produce consistent 124 lead 3:3 1'ggg gg:ggg
shot-to-shot velocities. 5.1 1,080 33,200
So the reader can better see how WAP = FW gg }?82 §§‘3’88
stacks up against other powders of ap- 147 FMJ Z.g ggg gg.ggg
proximately the same burning rate, 1 147 JHP a0 365 23300
have taken a comparison for random 44 920 33.300
_bullet weights with their maximum cor- 147 lead 3.9 845 24,600
responding powder charges and veloci- 47 985 33,100
ties in different calibers. (See Table I.) .38 Super Auto
i . (for use in guns marked .38 Super only; 5-Inch test barel)
Running a few rounds of this powder 115 JHP 6.6 1,190 26,500
in .45 ACP over a chronograph veri- 7. 1,340 34,300
fied that Winchester engineers know 124 FMJ % Hgg gzggg
what they are doing. From a Ransom 130 FMJ 6.3 1120 27600
Rest with 200-grain-Bull-X cast bul- 7.3 1,250 34,600
lets, two separate five-shot groups 1470HP 55 930 27,200
6.3 1,110 34,500
from an S&W Model 25-2 measured 160 lead 46 930 26.100
just over 1% inches. By the time this 5.5 1,035 34,200
article makes it to print, the powder %![P\Lﬂ%ém__w -
) eal 5 : '
ghould be on your dealer’s shelf. 30 1138 19700
Winchester’s load data for WAP is 180 lead gg 1822 ;gggg
provided in Table II. - John Kronfeld 185 JSWE 7.2 '865 14900
8.1 1,000 20,000
Table I 185 JHP 8.3 970 17,100
. 8.9 1,045 19,900
Data Comparison for 0t 68 .
g . 200FMS 7.0 825 15,000
WAP, HS-6, VV-N340 Bz o
an 200 JHP 7.0 855 5,
d Herco 7.7 965 20,100
buliet powder charge velocity barrel 230 lead 6.6 845 16,600
fgrain) L A e 230FMJ ég g;g 12283
230 JHP 6.1 7 b
115 VW-N340 66 1362 4 e B 20200
Herco 6.6 1,300 ° 40 Smith & Waesson (4-Inch test barrel)
HS-6 70 1234 4 1500HP 7.0 1,110 27,300
WAP 6.0 1,155 4 75 1,190 32,800
155 JHP 6.9 1,100 28,300
.38 Super 7.4 1,170 33,500
170 lead 5.7 980 25,700
124 VV-N340 6.9 1,299 55 5.4 1,075 33,400
Herco 6.3 1,180 5.0 170 JHP 6.2 183(5) ggggg
i 6.7 , .
HS-6 82 1287 5.0 180 JHP 5.5 920 25,000
WAP 7.3 1270 5.0 6.2 1,020 33.200
200 lead 42 795 25,600
40 S&W 49 900 33,000
170 VWW-N340 6.8 1,197 4 10 JHPAut 8ia;h:: In b lest rrel —
heiea - fE - ilges 4 938 1395 35500
HS-6 80 1097 4 155JHP 838 1,265 29,800
WAP 6.4 1,075 4 9.7 1,355 35,400
170 lead 7.4 1,180 29,200
45 ACP 8.4 1,270 ggggg
170 JHP 7.9 1,165 |
Herco 6 7 930 5 180 JHP 7.5 1,110 27,200
= 8.4 1,210 34,400
wi\g g'g gg; g 180 FPJ 74 1,100 27,800
) 8.3 1,185 34,780
Note: The above data represents maximum 200 lead 58 975 27,500
loads and should be approached with cau- . Ls? 1 080 35'300
tion; reduce charges by 10 percent to start. :;:tl:gr;i;pubﬂshod Ioad arcqptasp ity
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